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THE LATE JACQUES PARIZEAU, G.O.Q.

Hon. Diane Bellemare: Honourable senators, today I would like
to mark the passing of Jacques Parizeau, former Quebec premier
and a leading Quebec statesman, and honour his contribution.

Jacques Parizeau was a great economist, an aristocrat in his
own way, a statesman and a Quebecer whose English was so
flawless that Torontonians loved listening to him even though
they didn’t always like what he was saying.

He was the first Quebecer to graduate from the London School
of Economics and Political Science, so let’s set aside his political
ideas about the relationship between Quebec and Canada and
concentrate on his contributions to Quebec’s economic
development. Jacques Parizeau was among those Quebecers of
all political stripes who helped Quebec take a giant economic and
social leap forward in its history.

He was a professor at HEC and, as a senior official in
Jean Lesage’s government in the 1960s, he participated in
developing the government’s economic and social strategy
against the backdrop of the Quiet Revolution. He was one of

the architects of the great democratization of Quebec’s education
system, which made higher education available to working
families like the one I came from.

However, what most people remember about him is the role he
played in creating the Caisse de dépôt et placement du Québec,
whose headquarters will now bear his name.

People also know him as the Quebec finance minister whose
every budget decision reflected a desire to foster entrepreneurship
in Quebec. He held several economic portfolios from 1976 to
1984, and his achievements are too numerous to list.

Esteemed colleagues, I would also like to remind you that
Prime Minister Brian Mulroney wanted to make him a senator
in 1987 so that he could support Mr. Mulroney’s wish to have
Quebec sign the Canadian Constitution of 1982 ‘‘with honour and
dignity.’’ Jacques Parizeau declined the invitation with a smile, or
so it was rumoured in the press.

I would like to express my condolences to his family and
friends. Thank you.

Hon. Senators: Hear, hear!
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